anticipation, and failing this, promptitude in remedying small accidents' is pertinent history. By 'readiness of anticipation' he meant readiness for resuscitation and his paper is also the first in Australian medical literature to indicate that if electricity is used for the reversal of cardiac arrest, the electrodes should be large and should be carefully positioned over the ventricle anteriorly and posteriorly.
Robert Henry Todd was born on July ID, 1859 in London. He came from a medical family, and his uncle, for whom he was named, was one of the founders of SI. Peter's Hospital for Stone in London. R. H. Todd graduated from Trinity College, Dublin, in 1886 and emigrated to Australia in 1887.
Although he was an anaesthetist for such a short period, R. H. Todd's later career was one of distinction. He studied law and was called to the Bar of New South Wales in December 1894. In 1896 he was elected as a member of the N.S.W. Branch Council of the BMA, becoming Honorary Secretary to the Branch in 1908 -a position he held until 1931. He was later Honorary Secretary of the Federal Committee of the BMA in Australia and a Vice-President of the parent body of the Association. His work was recognised by the award of a gold medal in 1923 for conspicuous service to the medical profession, to the BMA, and to the community.
R. H. Todd died in 1931, and at the dedication ceremony of the opening of BMA House, Macquarie Street, Sydney, in 1932, the Assembly Hall of the building was named in his honour -'The Robert H. Todd Assembly Hall'. The first meeting of the Australian Society of Anaesthetists ever to be held in Sydney (in 1946) met in this hall, quite unaware of its association with the history of anaesthetics.
Gwen Wilson

